
The Urinary System
 The human urinary system is a complicated grouping 
of several important structures (See Figure 1) including 
the paired kidneys and ureters as well as the single 
urinary bladder and urethra. 

 The primary function of this system is to rid the 
body and blood stream of a number of �poisons� 
or toxic materials produced during normal body 
functioning. 

 The cleansing process begins in the kidneys, 
which each receive approximately 25 gallons of blood 
per day. This blood � ows into the kidneys via arteries, 
is processed or � ltered, and the cleansed blood � ow
out of the kidneys via veins. During this � ltration 
process the body�s poisons, including chemicals such 
as urea and uric acid, as well as excess body water 
are deposited as urine into a variety of collection 
chambers, which ultimately lead to the ureters. The 

HEMATURIA

Figure 1

I n t ro d u c t i o n

 The word hematuria is derived from the Greek equivalent <hemat> meaning blood and the 

New Latin equivalent <uria> meaning urine; hence hematuria translates into blood in the urine. 

Hematuria is one of the most common conditions, that urologists are called upon to investigate 

or diagnose and often treat.  This pamphlet is designed to help the patient better understand 

the nature and possible signi� cance of this condition as well as explain the various tests 

and procedures required during this investigation.




